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but this prohibition, like that of adultery, was often ignored. Statues and portraits were not allowed in mosques, for scientific and theological reasons which are too complex to be gone into here. The fact remains, however, that there were enough portraits and statues in Baghdad and other Iraq towns in the time of the Caliphs to stock a museum. The founder of the capital, Al Mansur, had set the example himself by placing an equestrian statue on the dome of his palace in the Round City and his successors followed suit. The two ranks of fighting horsemen in Muktadir's palace were mentioned above. In a grandee's house there was a bath with silver taps shaped like birds at the ends. When the water ran the birds sang. The entrance-hall of the house was paved with designs in red, green and gilt mosaic which deceptively imitated still-life. Caliph Al Amin had pleasure-boats built in the shape of lions, elephants, vultures, a snake and a horse. These were constructed at great expense and were celebrated by a poet of the time. Tents were decorated with figures of humans and animals. Several writers acknowledged the good that mural paintings could do to a man's nature, and advised their use in bathroom decoration:
"Here there must be masterpieces of art, pictures exceptional for their beauty, such as might portray loving couples, hunting scenes with wild animals and horses in full pursuit, landscapes with meadows and gardens, for such pictures wonderfully increase a man's animal, natural and moral vigour."
Or again:
"All doctors, learned and wise men agree that beautiful paintings rejoice and refresh the soul, drive away dark thoughts and insinuations and admirably fortify the heart by the banishment of evil thoughts."
The following passage reveals an astonishing knowledge of the laws of optics:
114and the Abbasids.
